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b> G27 Butts, A P tie . 
MNES" B Peis nix L BARBY! ‘station, by A.P. Butts. Privately 
Bg eae a the BRENOE 9: Nov. 12, aes 
/ 100296 | -10£2° 2photos. 28cm. 
‘lee , Ce of the Easley depot in Calhoun | 
$POM Che BAS. county; “Tae, from the perspective of the 


neighboring Kropf family. 
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Cam shoe tat : YOU, as a student of railroad his~ 
so Fort - Dodge Des Moines & Southern in 
particular, will be interested in some of the emery" 
facts regarding its construction, in relation to my | 


wife! s family and even herself, 


| rite wife's soemnuneys tian was only about LOO Perce 
from the Hes ley Gepov,eter! father, J Ro Kropf) ‘as a 
boy of 16 moved with his parents on that farm in 1883, 
having purchased it the year before when the Toledo 

& Northwestern was built through Farnhanville. Broke 
the heavy prairie sod with a bua horse team, improved 
the farm and continued to live there untill he retired 
from farming, His widow, (my wife's mother) aged 90 
and presently living with us still owns the farm, The 
farm lies along the Calhoun/Webster County line two 
miles north of Farnhamville and when the Newton « 
Northwestern was built in 1903, they took a little 
over two acres from the north-east corner ef “bic 
farm, the station of Easley, being 200 yards over in- 
to Calhoun County. 
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P way to Hasley, they contacted 
angments ‘to set MD camp in. 





Me etiatan x vitdian o was only a few hundred feet from 
‘the Zasley station, where it continued to remain 
. untill whey were about half way to iinard, at which | 


‘time the gee was moved to that place. | 


The contractor hired what few teams and men he 
could from the farmers along the right-of-way, but he 
had a large gang of men of his ovm, for which he had 
to find board and lodging. The teams of which there 
were about twenty, were fed out of temporary mangers, © 
similiar to cattle feeding bunks, that we see today, 
the teams were unhoused, having to stand out in all 
kinds of weather, Their feed being purchased from the 
various farmers. lr, Kropf selling them all the corn 
and oats and hay he could afford to spare, without 


danger of running short for his own horses and cattle. 


The camp consisted of several small tents, with 
cots, that were used for Sleeping the men, a black 


smiths forge and anvil for shoeing horses and re- 
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| | es dt esr of groceries, included 
ees, Medison ee? potatoes, ectync 


‘ ite, buat 
, These were hauled one toon and wagon from Farn- 


| hamville, the nearest railroad town two and a-half. 
miles AWAY’. Some S888, milk butter and. garcen pro 
duce was meeiaece ehon the Kropf's farm, water was 
also obtained from the farm, for all cooking and 
dishwashing, Charley's cook tent was like a magnet 
for all the children, perhaps because Charley always 
treated them to a cookie or doughnut, often send~ 
ing them home with a treat for other members of 

the family. All agreed that Charlie was indeed a 
very fine pastry: cook, and it delighted him, no 
end when the children bragzed about his culinary 


‘eka liy 


lly brother in law, then a little fellow of four, 
spent much of his time with Charlie, listening to 
his tall stories of the time he cooked for a hogging 
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5 te age teil, “the edashete | ; 
My wife, then ee and rather ‘shy, ‘often carried 
boerded with the’! 
Sine BaeP to him a always stayed to visit, 
pau Le 
cauhile, Leaving with ‘the usual cookies and dough- 





nuts, but says she would have liked hin better with 
out tis 1 huge tobacco ey eee eeuacne: He baked 
fia own bread, vies as well as great platters of 
“eookies and doughnuts, fecd ing the gang ee 
with | huge portions of meat, potatoes, gravy and 
vegetables, There waS never any complaint about his 
eee or the way it was prepared, and the brass 
hats, when out looking over the grading work, never 
missed an opportunity ‘to partake of one of his fine 


meals, 


There was some very heavy grading, a mile and a 
half west of Easley, a deep cut half a mile long 
and two high fills, one on each side of. Hardin 
Creek, where later, a trestle was built. When the | 
gang broke camp at the Kropf grove, to move five 


miles west, they had become so well aquainted that 
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so fall, the carpenter gang of six men cane and 

boarded with the pete family, while they ,built the 







#asley_ depot and stockyards, The stock yards were elaborate 


~, fom. such a ‘small Station, consisting of four pens, two 


OF which were roofed, and a large high sided chute lead- 


ing up to oye platform that led InLOu tue shock. Cars. 
The sui hee one of ythe Tinest .carpentenm jobs, 1: have 
ever seen; very substantially built, with the best of 
lumber, used in its construction, After the passenger 
cars quite running in the latter 20's it was sold to 
my brother in law for $50.00, and although the lumber 
was cheap in 1903, it probably cost ten times that 
amount to build, I started to help my brother an law 
dismantle it, but it proved so substantially built. that 
I tired of the slowness of the job and left him to 


finish the job on his own, 


4590814 
The Hasley depot was the conventional size and. 
Shape, like all the others built at that time, with 


a waiting room at one end and the freight room at 
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the waiting room, There are at ‘this time, 
ving Boxholm, Gowrie and Koekwell City. 
I think you heve_ Pictures of all that I took on 
the 2oclarelL City Line, in 1911 .with my little 
Brownie gamera. ‘They have become quite historical 
“now. Then I came here in 1909, all of these ocet a 
were practically brand new, being only six years old 
at the time. They each had a long wooden platform at 
which we could spot half a dozen merchandise cars, 
going from one to the other, unloading binders, wag- 
ons, ,.buggies, huge wooden boxes of Gry goods, shoes, 
clothing and groceries of all kinds and loading cream 
Cans, crates of chickens, ducks and turkeys, crated 
veal calfs going to some local butcher, pure bred 
hogs. and sheep for breeding purposes and all manner of 
things, as the way freight was the only way of moving 
any and all merchandise, in those days, What won- 
derful dreams those builders of our road had in those 
bygone day 8 visions of a rapidly growing community, 
ever expanding, calling for more and more ser vice. 
They risked their own time and money as well as all 
shey could borrow, and builded better than they knew. 
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ness, tho (ae day A Re Vet i0es Migitied 


) Fi chasarespaiecdcneny every Sunday, after 2 
: church, sathering first at one home, one Sunday, 


then another the next, always a large group of 
hapoy men and women, and vivacious hungry children, 
impatient for the delectable dinner that they knew 
would be served at noon time, After dinner, while 
the women were clearing the table, and doing the 
dishes, and of course talking all the time, the men 
Stroll about Looking at the various crops, and dis- 
cussing them, and the children overflowing with en~ 
ergy, start playing ball or some such other game, 
such as "Hide and Seek", ouch was the Se that 


bright sunny June, Sunday of 1904, 


The depot at Lasley was new, having peen com-~ 
pleted only the preceeding winter of 1903 & 04, and 
Was still the center of attraction, for the men and 
children, as it was unoccupied, and a hepaens were 
never locked, After going through it and inspecting 
the building, ey men drifted back toward the house 
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ede are several dravyers for stationery and records 
Maene other children reported + it 


of various ed ee the left ‘side of this desic 
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series halt way ang boca. 8 the floor and desk dds cece 
‘extending several feet SOWanS to the outer or front 
of the Bay Window, and is used for storing the 
ice eta on record books, ane door to this com- 
Beerient is about 18 by 24 inches and is held shut 
by an ordinary cupboard latch, Sometime during the 
NILi de and Seek" Sei my wife not yet eight years old 
and her cousin Margaret, the same age, decided this 
Left hand cupboard would be the ideal place to hide, 
So crawled in feet first, one on the shelf and the 
Beermon tue Cloor, pulling the door shut untill 
the latched locked, They were securely hid all right 
but never realised at the time that they were lock- 
Sawin, lie), other children came and looked all over 
Dut could not find them, as they. lay there, as ace 
as a mouse, as the saying goes, Finally they gave | 
up and left, after which the girls tried to open 
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_ The other children reported to ‘the men, that the 


tio: girls could not be found, and all became excited 
and alermed, and began an immediate search, The barns 
and outbuildings were searched thouroughly, but no 

| girls could be found, The mothers became frantic, 
then some one remembered that they were last seen 
near the new depot, So the search shifted there, As 
the searchers approached the depot faint muffled 
eries could be heard, but they were so faint that it 
was impossible to locate the source, Some searched 
beneath the building while others carried the search 
inside. First they sounded as if the cries came from 
under the floor, but those outside reported there 
was no one under the building, then the search came 
to the office room, where it was determined that the 
moans were coming from under the desk, and behind the 
Tees door, lt was jerked open, and two hysterical 

. girls, half dead from heat and suffocation were 


helped out. 
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‘lation to my wife's fomily. They saw its begiming, 
ee ra tire Krop? may Live té see the be- 
ginning and end of the entire line, There was never. 
an agent at Zasley, the station accounts from the 
beginning were handled by the agent at Gowrie, and 
Mie idevot was used only for freight storage and 
Pepe encer use, Curing the few years tne steam train 
ran from Newton to Rockwell City and the less than 


twenty years of electric trolley car service. 


The station could contribute much to history, 
if it could have talked, The happy ambitious school 
em ten who Proce tne electric cara.to High School, 
before the days of the school bus. The many boys | 
going to and returning from war, some returning in 
caskets, not alone but accompanied by one of equal 
rank. Happy rice showered brides and grooms start- 
ing out on lifes long journey. Captured bank robb- 
ers, in irons headed for ort Madison, and my 
daughter, most erik: waiting in the empty build- 
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